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and soda, is called tartrate of p&taib-and-soda. An- tChap.
other mode of naming these triple salts is sometimes
followed. One of the names of the bases is prefixed to
the generic name so as to act the part of an adjective.
For example, soda-muriate of rhodium, means the triple
salt composed of muriatic acid, soda, and oxide of rho-
dium. Sometimes the name of the base prefixed sis al-
tered a little, as ammonia-sulphate of magnesia (sulphate
of magnesia-and-ammonia} ; ferruginous sulphate of xwc
[sulphate of zinc-and-irofi). This is a less unwieldy
mode of naming the triple salts, but it is not always
possible to employ it in our language.
Before the correction of the chemical nomenclatute Arrange-
by Morveau in 1781, chemists usually referred the ge-
nera of salts to the bases, and distinguished the species
by the acids. That celebrated philosopher entirely re-
versed the method by introducing the new generic
terms formed from the acids ; and his ingenious no-
menclature having been sanctioned and improved itr
1787 by Lavoisier, Berth ollet, and Fourcroy, who join-
ed with him in forming a new chemical nomenclature,
has now become universally prevalent. As far as re-
lates to the salts which have alkaline and earthy bases,
this method introduced by Morveau is certainly pro-
per ; for in them the acids in a great measure stamp the
character of the salt, and therefore ought to constitute
the generic distinction. But it does not apply equally
well to the salts whose bases are metallic oxides ; for
in them it is not the acid but the base which stamps
the character. In them, therefore, the genera ought to
be reversed: they ought to be derived not from the
acids but from the bases, or rather from the metals
oxides constitute the base,